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ANNUAL MEETING
2016 PACIFIC NORTHWEST CONFERENCE

Together in unity
(Juntos en unidad)

“And in him you too are being built together to
become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”
Ephesians 2:22
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FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Contact information
Mailing address
9311 SE 36th Street, Suite 108
Mercer Island, WA 98040
Telephone: 206-275-3903
E-mail: office@pacnwc.org
Website: www.pacnwc.org

Vision statement
A mosaic of churches
working interdependently
to transform lives and
communities.

Mission priorities
Because of God’s call upon
us to go and make disciples in
Idaho, Montana, Oregon and
Washington, our priorities are to:
1. Start New Churches
2. Strengthen Churches
3. Support Pastors

Pacific Northwest Conference staff, from left: Greg Yee, Superintendent; Cris Back, Director of Ministries;
Keith Tungseth, Coordinator of Hispanic/Latino Ministries; Dawn Taloyo, Project Manager and Pastoral
Care; Donald T. Robinson, Associate Superintendent; Erik Cave, Coordinator of Communication and
Family Ministries.

PacNWC newsletter

Working together to transform lives and communities

Keep apprised of news and
events in the Pacific Northwest
Conference by reading the
e-newsletter “The Catch.” To
sign up, go to the PacNWC
webpage (www.pacnwc.org).
You can also sign up to
receive our Facebook feeds.
PacNWC staff posts news
events on a regular basis.
Search for the group, “Pacific
Northwest Conference” on
Facebook and join the group!
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Carrying on the mission
in the Pacific Northwest

By Rev. Greg Yee
PacNWC Superintendent
elcome to the 126th annual meeting
of the Pacific Northwest Conference
- our time as Mission Friends and
family to do the business of Christ’s
church, give testimony about what God has done
this year, and to pray together.
From the humble beginnings of our immigrant
founders, a scene was set for followers of Christ
from diverse backgrounds to come together and
join a mission movement here in the Pacific
Northwest. Jesus’ original commission to go and
make disciples has continued through the generations, resulting in the beautifully-laid mosaic that
makes up our 80 churches and the communities
that God calls us to. Though our touch has always
been global, the world has come to the Northwest
and we see the ripples of God’s kingdom being
established amongst us as we share the love of
Christ and his good news.
From Bellingham to Eugene, from Cannon
Beach to Helena, and throughout our two major
metropolitan areas around Portland and Seattle, we
are continuing to take certain steps forward becoming a mosaic of churches, working interdependently together to transform lives and communities.

W

Last year we introduced a restating of our
mission priorities: 1) Starting New Churches, 2)
Strengthening Churches, and 3) Supporting Pastors.
Throughout this annual meeting booklet you
will see how we specifically focused on each
area. My prayer is that as you read through this
and view the wonderful pictures, you will grow in
your understanding and excitement for what you
and your church are part of. From the onset of
our denomination, our founding impulse has been
to come closer in relationship and shared mission
together – that we could do much more together
than we could ever do on our own. And we are!
Starting New Churches. You will read about
the five churches that were officially signed this
year, three of which are Spanish speaking. The
Hispanic community is the largest ethnic minority
group in our region. I was once told, “where you
see the Spirit, go there.” This year we’ve seen
the Holy Spirit moving among divine appointments with our Hispanic pastors and the growth of
earnest discipleship happening. On one hand, my
time in California has sensitized me to the Hispanic community and gave me experiences to connect more deeply, but what we have seen has been
Continued on next page
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EL REPORTE DEL SUPERINTENDENTE

Llevar a cabo la misiónen
la Conferencia
Noroeste del Pacífico

By Rev. Greg Yee
PacNWC Superintendente
ienvenidos a la 126 reunión anual
(Annual Meeting) de Pacific
Northwest Conference. Este es un
tiempo que nos abraza bajo una
sola visión como los Amigos de la Misión
(Mission Friends) y como una familia
dedicada a los asuntos de la iglesia de Cristo,
dando testimonio de lo que Dios ha hecho
este año, y también para orar juntos.
Desde los humildes comienzos de nuestros
fundadores inmigrantes una idea firme fue
puesta para los seguidores de Cristo de
diversas trasfondos para juntarnos y unirnos
en un Movimiento de Misión aquí en el Pacific
Northwest.
La gran comisión de Jesucristo de id y
hacer discípulos ha continuado a través de
las generaciones formando así un precioso

B

Continued from previous page

more than that. I believe that
God has answered our prayers
and is granting our earnest desires
to reach our communities. As we
celebrate the complete work of
the cross to bring unity - There is
neither Jew nor Gentile, neither
slave nor free, nor is there male
and female, for you are all one in
Christ Jesus (Gal 3:28) - we see
God moving us to breaking the
walls of gender, class, and race.
Juntos en unidad!
We are also excited about new
planting opportunities that are
incubating in Oregon and eastern
Washington as well as potential
adoptions. We are eager to share
more great news of new births
and partnerships this coming
year. May God continue to grow
our heart for this vital mission
priority as we continue to join
God’s mission. Be encouraged
as you read about what we have
done together as you read more
within the church planting report.
Strengthening Churches.
You will also read about the
exciting steps churches are taking
to have important and timely
conversations about stepping
into greater health and mission.
After traveling for several days, I

mosaico de setenta y nueve iglesias unidas

El personal de la oficina desde el lado
izquierdo: Greg Yee, Superintendente; Cris
Back, Director de los Ministerios; Keith
Tungseth, Coordinador de Ministerios
Hispanos/Latinos; Dawn Taloyo, Gestor de
Proyectos y Cuidado Pastoral; Donald T.
Robinson, Superintendente Asociado; Erik
Cave, Coordinador de Comunicaciones y
Ministerios de la Familia.

sometimes return home to some
plants turning brown. My ongoing neglect and lack of attention
will doom my plants to the green
waste bin. I applaud you leaders
and churches that have bravely
chosen to have vital conversations, ask probing questions, and
make certain decisions about
needed change. The Ten Markers
of a healthy, missional church are
important gauges for you to see if
the right conditions are present in
your church to grow and experience an abundance of fruit. I’m
left frustrated and empty when
branches are bare. I love it when
my trees bear that fruit - delicious, satisfying, and juicy! It’s
what we’re made for.
You will also read about how
we continue to affirm our commitment to the whole mission of the
church. This is our work together
toward seeing personal AND
community transformation. We
follow Christ’s two central calls.
The Great Commission sends us
out into all the world to make disciples. The Great Commandment
calls us to love the Lord our God
and our neighbors as ourselves.
As part of strengthening churches,
we not only provided many resources like congregational vital-

en una gran comunidad que Dios nos ha
llamado a formar parte. Aunque nuestro
llamado siempre ha sido global hoy nos
damos cuenta que gente desde todo el
mundo han llegado al Northwest y podemos
oír las melodías del reino de Dios siendo
establecidas en nosotros a medida que
compartimos el amor de Cristo y sus buenas
nuevas. Desde Bellingham hasta Eugene.
Desde Canon Beach hasta Helena y a través
de nuestras dos grandes áreas metropolitanas
como lo son Portland y Seattle. Vamos
a seguir avanzando como el mosaico
de iglesias que somos trabajando interdependientemente pero juntos con la visión
de transformar vidas y comunidades.
El año pasado presentamos una revisión
que confirma las prioridades de nuestra
misión. 1) Comenzar nuevas iglesias, 2)
Fortalecer las iglesias, 3) Apoyar a nuestros
pastores. A través del material impreso de
este Annual Meeting usted se dará cuenta
como nos estamos enfocando en cada una de
esas áreas.
Mi oración es que mientras usted lee
esto y ve las preciosas fotos incluidas su
Véase EL REPORTE DEL
SUPERINTENDENTE en la página 11

ity coaching and two Leadership
Matrix’s, we also are challenging
ourselves to grow in cross-cultural
competencies. We must be active
learners as our communities and
as our world shifts. As part of
this, I pray that the report of our
8th annual Journey to Mosaic will
intrigue and inspire you. I pray
that you will prioritize it and join
us this year. This last J2M proved
to be a timely experience amidst
a year of high racial tensions and
high politicalization that demanded us to go deeper in our understanding and with each other. We
commit ourselves to living out the
whole mission of the church.
Supporting Pastors. I continue to be in awe of our nearly 270
active clergy and their faithfulness and passion as they minister
in so many different settings. The
conference support of pastors
continues to be guided by the
principle that healthy churches/
ministries are led by healthy
pastors. We continue to urge our
pastors to be connected, practice
good self care, prioritize family,
and to be life-long learners. We
seek to provide opportunities,
including spiritual direction,
training events, crisis care, and
coaching. We also credentialed

ten new ministers and celebrated
nine ordinations in Kansas City.
On behalf of the entire staff,
thank you for your generosity and
partnership. As we not only reflect
on and celebrate this past year,
may we step into all that God puts
us in the middle of prayerfully,
courageously, and passionately.
And in Christ [we] too are being
built together to become a dwelling
in which God lives by his Spirit.
May he guide us forward together
in unity - juntos en unidad.

Spanish, English
translations
What is
this? Embracing our
“Together in
Unity” theme,
we are providing Spanish and English
translations of this report on
our website. To access these
sites on your smartphone or
tablet, go to your app store,
search for “QR Code Reader”,
and download the free app to
scan these codes.
You can also go to
http://pacnwc.org/2016report
to see the entire publication.
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S T R E N G T H E N I N G C H U R C H E S : C O N G R E G AT I O N A L V I TA L I T Y

CHURCHES FACING
A CROSSROADS

PacNW Conference staff committed to helping pastors and
congregations ask the important question: ‘Where are we going?’

This is what the Lord says:
“Stand at the crossroads and
look; ask for the ancient paths,
ask where the good way is, and
walk in it, and you will find rest
for your souls.”
– Jeremiah 6:16
By Rev. Donald T. Robinson
PacNWC Associate
Superintendent and Director
of Congregational Vitality
t is good to stop and ask,
“Where are we?” And,
“Where are we going?”
The prophet Jeremiah, noting
the nation of Israel was at the
crossroads, challenged the people
to look back, and “ask where
the good way is, and walk in it.”
He promised them if they did,
“. . .you will find rest for your
souls.”
The staff of the Pacific
Northwest Conference is
committed to assisting pastors
and churches who find
themselves at the crossroads
in asking the question, “Where
are we?” And answering the
question, “Where are we going?”
The ministry of
congregational vitality takes
many forms from consulting
with pastors and churches
around a particular issue, or
conducting a training event for

I

Representatives from Covenant churches in Mount Vernon, Wash., and Sumner, Wash. were among those who
attended the ECC’s Congregational Vitality leaders meeting “Navigate,” last November in Minneapolis, Minn.

a staff or leadership retreat,
or through sharing one of the
many resources developed
by the denomination for the
“Congregational Vitality
Pathway.” As we work with
churches, our prayer is that every
congregation would become a
healthy, missional church.

• By healthy, we mean
pursuing Christ.
• By missional, we mean
pursuing Christ’s priorities in the
world.
This past year, a Veritas
workshop was held for Bethany
Covenant Church of Mount
Vernon, Wash. New lead pastor,

Ryan Eikenbary-Barber, led his
former congregation through the
“vitality pathway” and found
it to be a valuable process for
that church. That experience
was so positive that he wanted
Bethany Covenant to “walk the
pathway” as well. The church

Continued on next page

Congregational vitality pathway
Vitality is not a program; it’s a pathway. It’s a transformative process that occurs over time. With these excellent resources and supportive coaching along
the way, many established churches are discovering hope as they walk the congregational vitality pathway. The answers are not in the information presented here; the answers are in the conversations you have about this information as the Holy Spirit leads and guides.
Vitality conversation
with the pastor

A journey of vitality
A dynamic partnership with other churches, the
conference and denomination to catalyze your
journey on the congregational vitality pathway.
A cord of three strands is not easily broken.

Vitality team
formed

Telling the truth about congregational vitality
A workshop that introduces the language of vitality,
including the four types of churches and the ten healthy
missional markers. The truth will set you free.

Together in unity
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has established a “Vitality Team”
that is meeting monthly to dream
and discern what God may
be calling the church to in the
coming years. The church is at
a very positive crossroad, and is
asking themselves, “Where the
good way is?”
Representatives from Bethany
Covenant and Faith Covenant
of Sumner, Wash., attended the
ECC’s Congregational Vitality
leaders meeting “Navigate,”
which was held in Minneapolis,
Minn., in early November.
Pastors David Johnson and
Merrie Carson are leading
Midway Covenant of Des
Moines, Wash., in the vitality
pathway that has included several
workshops, town meetings,
surveys and conversations with
the congregation. The EPIC
workshop was held earlier in
2015 and the ONE workshop is
being offered to church staff and
leaders this year. As pastors,
they are committed to helping
the church re-imagine and reposition itself in its current
neighborhood as both the schools
and community have changed in
recent years.
Both literally and figuratively,
Midway Covenant is asking,
“Where the good way is?”
First Covenant Church
of Spokane, Wash., is an
example of a congregation
that is demonstrating renewed
vitality and fruitfulness from
their commitment to asking,
“Where the good way is?” The
church has sold its previous
downtown site and has relocated
to the north side of Spokane,
claiming a new name and
identity for its ministry. “The
Gathering House,” has leased

Creekside Covenant of Redmond, Wash., holds a Veritas workshop.

and developed a new facility,
re-purposing the old pews as
tables and chairs for the coffee
house and worship center. The
congregation has grown in
attendance, diversity and ability
to serve the new neighborhood.
The “Congregational Vitality
Pathway” curriculum is being

As we work with
churches, our
prayer is that every
congregation would
become a healthy,
missional church.
well received throughout the
world and has been translated
into several languages. Other
denominations are adapting
it for their own use. This
past year I have been invited
to teach “Veritas” to several
Christian Reformed churches
in northwest Washington. It
has been wonderful to share
these resources in the spirit of
the founders of the Evangelical
Covenant Church, “I am a friend

to all who fear you, to all who
follow your precepts.” (Psalm
119:63)
One church that started on
the “congregational vitality
pathway” a few years ago
is Wiley Heights Covenant
of Yakima, Wash. “Fruitful
organizational structures” was
identified by the congregation
as one of the “healthy missional
markers” to work on. This
past year as the congregation
celebrated its 100th anniversary,
they find themselves living
into and growing into a new
constitution and bylaws.
Additionally, this church has
been a strong sponsor of the
“Sharing the Harvest” ministry
that couples the generosity of
apple growers, other donors
and participants throughout the
Pacific Northwest Conference,
to raise funds to
support the Center for
Experimentation, a
research and training
farm in the Central
African Republic.
When churches and

Empowering people, inspiring change
A workshop that offers tools for change management, including helpful constructs for your
leadership and church. All living things change.
Service of
consecration

pastors are at a crossroad and ask
the questions, “Where are we?”
and “Where are we going?” the
Pacific Northwest Conference
staff is often invited to share in
the conversation around such
issues as:
• Constitution reviews &
possible rewrites.
• Pastoral and staff searches.
• Leadership development
retreats (for staff and leaders).
• Community assessment
and demographic information
(MissionInsite).
Wendell Barry writes: “The
difference between a path and
a road is not only the obvious
one. A path is a little more
than a habit that comes with
knowledge of a place. It is a
sort of ritual familiarity. As
a form, it is a form of contact
with a known landscape. It is
not destructive. It is the perfect
adaptation, through experience
and familiarity, of movement
to place; it obeys the natural
contours; such obstacles as it
meets it goes around. A road,
on the other hand, even the
most primitive road, embodies a
resistance against the landscape.
Its reason is not simply the
necessity for movement, but
haste.” (p. 12, “The Art of the
Commonplace,” Wendell Berry)
Churches and pastors, at
the crossroads, need to ask
themselves, “As we go forward,
is God calling us to a path or a
road?” As we ask the questions,
it is good for us to remember,
“Stand at the
crossroads and look;
ask for the ancient
paths, ask where the
good way is, and walk
in it, and you will find
rest for your souls.”

A unifying approach to strategic ministry planning
A workshop that guides the congregation in the discovery,
development and deployment of a strategic ministry plan.
Jesus himself had a strategic ministry plan.
Strategic planning team
and implementation

A congregational vitality assessment tool

Coaching of pastors

A congregational assessment that measures your
church’s current reality and trajectory using the metrics
from Veritas. There is no vitality without reality.

Organizational leadership
coaching for the pastor.
Every Moses needs a Jethro.
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STRENGTHENING CHURCHES: JOURNEY TO MOSAIC

‘Every tongue, nation and tribe ’

J2M participants pair with a traveling companion of a different ethnicity while visiting sites of cultural significance in the Pacific Northwest.

Annual ‘mobile seminar’ on racial justice a life-changing experience
By Lenore Three Stars
PacNWC Executive Board member
Ever had an experience that opened
your eyes in a new way? I had one several
years ago and it hasn’t stopped changing
me. I have the privilege of being one of
the facilitators on the Journey to Mosaic
(J2M).
J2M starts out like an ordinary fourday bus trip, but it becomes a powerful
introduction to the ministry of racial
reconciliation and justice. The theme of
J2M is based on Revelation 7:9, which
promises that “every tongue, nation,
and tribe” will worship our Creator
Jesus together. As a Lakota woman who
follows Jesus, this speaks to my heart.
Every J2M participant is partnered
with a person of a different ethnicity in
order to gain personal insights into the
different racial experiences that make
up the PacNW, including the Asian,
African American, Latino, and Native
American experience. The bus is a
mobile seminar, where we watch videos
and discuss historic and contemporary
issues. We visit sites of cultural interest
across Washington, with a dip down to
Portland, Ore. For instance, in Seattle,
we heard a Japanese WWII veteran
describe the honor of serving America
in the military even during the unjust
Japanese internship. A little farther

Participants
on the
Journey
to Mosaic
process
what
they’ve
experienced
during a
break.

south, an immigrant’s personal story was
interpreted for us. On the Yakama Nation
reservation, a youth group of dancers
shared their native culture and their
stories of pain and growth. In Portland,
we heard a story of a tenuous but
intentional coalition between the police
and the African American community.
We have been blessed to see the Spirit
open new areas of understanding and
relationship. In 2015, our J2M group was
welcomed in a special way at the Yakama
Veterans Powwow. Native Americans
have the highest esteem for veterans,
and our group included a “Gold Star
Mother,” which immediately prompted

the powwow committee to publically
honor her and her son’s memory, as if
she were one of their own. The heartfelt
hospitality extended to this mother by the
Yakama Nation was a stirring contrast to
the backdrop of Native American trauma
that we had just been processing on the
trip. I felt it as a blessing on J2M.
These stories must go on as we
journey towards
Shalom together.
Every year, God
designs something
new and meaningful
for J2M - we don’t
want you to miss it!

Together in unity
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Inspiring
pastors and
lay leaders
2017 to see a return
to previous format of
one Leadership
Matrix, in March
By Rev. Dawn Taloyo
PacNWC Project Manager
The PacNWC Leadership
Matrix is an annual event for
the purpose of inspiring and
equipping church staff and lay
leaders. The vision is to provide
a catalytic opportunity for
church leaders to learn together
and return with new ideas to use
or implement in their ministry
setting.
Our first Oregon Leadership
Matrix was held on Oct. 17
at Trinity Covenant Church
in Salem. We received many
messages of appreciation from
our Oregon churches for offering
something closer to home.
Peter Steinke, an expert on
congregational systems,
provided the plenary address
and a couple of very popular

Wilson Herrera
leads a workshop
at the fall
Leadership
Matrix on
“Caracteristicas
de una
Iglesia Sana”
(Characteristics
of a Healthy
Church).

workshops on managing
change. Because
so many found his
presentations valuable,
we are inviting Peter
Steinke back on Oct. 22
of this year.
Similar to last year,
we will offer a mini-Leadership
Matrix in connection with the
2016 Annual Meeting, being
held in McMinnville, Ore., on
Saturday, April 30. Here, we will
offer the opportunity to attend
two different workshops during
the morning, half-day session.

Workshops will
include:
• The Journey
Toward Racial
Righteousness, led by
Rev. Greg Yee.
• Love Mercy, Do
Justice, led by Rev.
Cecilia Williams.
• Building a Culture of
Evangelism, led by Rev. Russ
Blake and Pete Anderson.
• How to Create a Generous
Church, led by Chuck Wysong.
• From the Definition and Care
of Self, led by Rev. Peter Sung.

• Intergenerational Faith, led
by Rev. Erik Cave.
• Health Ministries in the
Church, led by Rev. Ted Yuen
and Mary Hill.
• The Truth about Domestic
Violence and the Church, led by
Bobette Shield.
In 2017 we will return to
our previous format of offering
one annual
Leadership
Matrix on
the first
Saturday
of March.

S U P P O R T I N G P A S T O R S : T H E PA C N W C M I N I S T E R I U M

Celebrating, supporting and equipping pastors
By Rev. Sharon Anderson
Chair of PacNWC
Ministerial Association
The Ministerial Association
(MA) exists to strengthen
the spiritual, relational and
professional standings of
the clergy that serve through
conference churches and
institutions. Our executive
team is privileged to support
nearly 270 pastors, chaplains,
and other credentialed clergy in
this conference. Approximately
145 of these clergy serve in local
churches, another 62 serve in
other institutions and ministry
settings, and 55 retired clergy
continue to enrich our ministerial
community.
Our common ministry involves
three verbs that describe our goals

PacNWC Ministerial Association Executive Committee
Role
Chair
Vice-Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
District pastors

Rev. Sharon Anderson

as colleagues in ministry.
Celebrate: Every year a
highlight of our work is awarding
credentials for those called to
ministry. The Committee on
Ministerial Standing (COMS)

Name
Sharon Anderson
Sarah Hammersborg
Brian Wiele
Daron Jagodzinske
Vicki Lund

met two times during the year
to review papers and assess
candidates for Covenant
credentials. This year we
celebrate with nine men and
women who will be presented
at this annual meeting for
ordination. This is a momentous
accomplishment. The ministry of
the church is greatly enhanced by
these gifted pastors’ presence in
our conference.
COMS approved ministry

Covenant church / city, state
Pine Lake, Sammamish, Wash.
Portland First, Portland, Ore.
River Ridge, Olympia, Wash.
Alive, Poulsbo, Wash.
Bethany, Mount Vernon, Wash.

licenses for another 14 people
who serve faithfully in the
churches and institutions of
our conference. It brings
particular joy to affirm the call
of Hispanic pastors and leaders
who are expanding our ministry
and enriching our pastoral
community.
Equip: The fall Pastor and
Family Retreat is a highlight for
all. The gathering in October
See MINISTERIUM on page 12

Together in unity
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STRENGTHENING CHURCHES: CHURCH PLANTING

ENDINGS
AND NEW
BEGINNINGS

Highlighting three recent PacNWC church plants

Kurt Carlson steps down as director of church
planting, and it’s a new season for church starts

“There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity
under the heavens . . .”
– Ecclesiastes 3:1
By Rev. Donald T. Robinson
PacNWC Associate Superintendent
and Director of Congregational
Vitality
015 was a year of endings
as well as beginnings for
the Pacific Northwest
Conference’s church planting
ministry.
Rev. Kurt W. Carlson, director
of church planting for the
conference, completed his ministry
in that role after five years. He left
his conference ministry to accept
a position as an English teacher
in Hungary. Kurt’s ministry was
characterized by both a passion
for and a commitment to church
planting. Under his leadership,
church planters were recruited,
assessed, trained and sent to serve.
He supported the church planters
by coaching them and providing
resources for their ministry.
Additionally, Kurt shared the
conference’s vision for starting
new churches with local churches,
encouraging them to expand their
church’s ministry through church
planting mission partnerships.
He will be missed as a colleague,
mentor, and friend, both in the
Pacific Northwest Conference and
the denomination.
Kaleo Covenant Church
of Beaverton, Ore., served by
Rev. Troy Hoppenwrath, will
be recommended to the 2016
Covenant Annual Meeting for
membership in the denomination.
The church meets on the former
campus of Summit View
Covenant, which merged with
Kaleo. The congregation has
grown to a regular attendance

2

average in excess of 100, and is
becoming a respected and valued
presence in the community by
sharing its facilities with others.
The church also has an active,
participatory presence in the
neighborhood and schools.
The conference and
denomination team together to
assess, train, and support church
planters and their churches. In
2015, Mat Hollen and Steve
Pace were recommended to start
churches in the Pacific Northwest
Conference.
Three “Covenant agreements,”
which outlines the ministry
partnership with a church planter,
the conference and denomination,
were signed this past year. Hollen
is planting St. Thomas Covenant
Church in Salem, Ore., Pace is
planting “The Rock Covenant
Church” in Olympia, Wash,
and Dario Miqueo and Mariela
Gonzalez Miqueo are planting a
Spanish-speaking church, Iglesia
Nueva Visión, in Beaverton, Ore.
One way the conference
has been supporting church
planters throughout the year is
through cohorts and retreats.
Superintendent Greg Yee meets
regularly with a cohort of ethnic
pastors serving multi-ethnic and
multi-cultural congregations.
Additionally, the Rev. Keith

Recognized
fellowship groups
moving toward
ECC membership
2011

Steve Pace (with wife Kathy) is leading “The
Rock” that meets in a Presbyterian church.

The Rock Covenant (Olympia, Wash.)

What an amazing adventure ministry is!
After 30 years of youth ministry and a full
year of praying about it, the Holy Spirit has
called my wife and I and a solid core team of
wonderful men and women to plant a church in
West Olympia, Wash. Called to reach out to the
unchurched, the ignored, and those who have
walked away from a relationship with Christ or
involvement in a church body, we meet in the
evenings at Cornerstone Presbyterian Church
for a simple night of worship, prayer, and
learning from the Word, then followed by a
shared meal. It is truly amazing to see what the
Holy Spirit will do through normal people who
are simply willing to be used for His kingdom.
Please pray for us!
– Pastor Steve Pace

Tungseth, Coordinator of
Hispanic/Lation Ministries,
is meeting with the Spanishspeaking pastors and is working
on coaching and resourcing them.

Dario Miqueo and Mariela Gonzalez Miqueo
co-pastor a Spanish-speaking church in Oregon.

Iglesia Nueva Visión (Beaverton, Ore.)

Nueva Vision es una iglesia en plantación
que lleva 3 años.
Nuestra visión es conquistar vidas para
Cristo y hacer discípulos. Trabajamos para
aportar de los dones y habilidades de liderazgo
plantadas por Dios en cada persona.
Nuestro anhelo es que la iglesia se involucre
en servicios prácticos como: Establecer un
centro de servicio para ayudar a las personas
en búsqueda de empleo, de asistencia de
inmigración, de ayuda para familias en crisis,
clases para comenzar pequeños negocios,
clases de música y de ingles y español.
Somos una Iglesia que ama servir a Dios y
a nuestra comunidad y deseamos llevar nuestro
servicio, amor y pasión por Dios a Beaverton,
el lugar que Él nos ha plantado.
– Sinceramente, Mariela y Dario

An annual retreat for the church
planters was held at the Menucha
retreat center in Corbett, Ore.,
around the topic of “Leadership
Development.”

2015

Iglesia Esperanza Viva, Kent, Wash. (Esau Del Arca, pastor); Iglesia Cristiana
Pacto de Gracia, Olympia, Wash. (Manuel Lozano, pastor); Iglesia Nueva Vision,
Beaverton, Ore. (Dario Miqueo and Mariela Gonzalez Miqueo, pastors); The Rock
Covenant, Olympia, Wash. (Steve Pace, pastor)

Kaleo Covenant, Beaverton, Ore. (Troy Hoppenrath, pastor); Access Covenant, Portland,
Ore. (Joel Sommer, pastor); Disciple Community,
Bellevue, Wash. (Derek Hwang, pastor)

2012

Tri-Worship Covenant, Federal Way, Wash.
(David Aaron Johnson, pastor); Renew Covenant, Seattle, Wash. (David Sim, pastor)

2013

Radiant Covenant,
Renton, Wash. (Michael
Thomas, pastor)

Mat Hollen (with wife Becca) has begun a
church seeking to be relevant to today’s culture.

St. Thomas Covenant (Salem, Ore.)

St. Thomas Covenant is a community of
believers committed to rethinking what a church
of the 21st century ought to look like.
We are committed to thinking intentionally about
how we might reframe timeless Christian truths and
practices in a language and style that makes sense
today. We feel called specifically to those who have
left the church, seeking to bring them back into our
doors, and to stop the flow of young people from
leaving the church in the first place.
We are seeking to reimagine what a worship
service looks like for today and are inviting
people of all ages to creatively engage with our
Creator in ways they might not have felt able
to in churches in the past. We are committed to
loving our neighbor, to creativity in worship, to
growing in faith, and to remaining rooted to the
historic mission of Jesus.
– Mat Hollen

Also, we are in conversation
with an unaffiliated church plant
in Spokane, Wash., that wants
to explore affiliation with the
Evangelical Covenant. We are

excited about this conversation
and what it could mean for a
strengthened mission presence
in the Spokane community
for the Evangelical Covenant

ECC new member
and adopted churches
the last 10 years
2009

Church. “The Gathering House,”
(formerly, First Covenant Church
of Spokane) has relocated, and is
showing substantial health and
growth. Along with the initial
efforts of another church planter,
Mark Finney who is just beginning
his church planting residency in
Spokane, these three churches
may help launch a new beginning
of Covenant ministry for that
community.
We currently have 10
recognized fellowship groups that
are continuing to make progress
toward becoming member
congregations of the Evangelical
Covenant Church.
“5 What, after all, is
Apollos? And what is Paul? Only
servants, through whom you
came to believe—as the Lord
has assigned to each his task. 6 I
planted the seed, Apollos watered
it, but God has been making it
grow. 7 So neither the one who
plants nor the one who waters
is anything, but only God, who
makes things grow.8 The one who
plants and the one who waters
have one purpose, and they will
each be rewarded according to
their own labor. 9 For we are coworkers in God’s service; you are
God’s field, God’s building.”
– I Corinthians 3:5-9
Not every fellowship group
becomes a member Covenant
congregation. In spite of all of
the faithful efforts of the church
planter, the core group, and the
partnership of the conference
and denomination, some
groups don’t become a healthy,
missional Covenant church. We
recognize and thank God for
these servants who completed
their church planting ministry
with us: Jill Riley, Navigate
Covenant, Billings, Mont., and
Bill and Claire Strunk, Bothell,
Wash. We are grateful for the

PacNWC church plants
Covenant church
Kaleo
Iglesia Nueva Vision
Access
Disciple Community
Triworship
Iglesia Esperanza Viva
Radiant
Iglesia Cristiana
Pacto de Gracia
The Rock
Renew
St. Thomas

City, state
Beaverton, Ore.
Beaverton, Ore.
Portland, Ore.
Bellevue, Wash.
Federal Way, Wash.
Kent, Wash.
Renton, Wash.
Olympia, Wash.
Olympia, Wash.
Seattle, Wash.
Salem, Ore.

ministry partners who stood and
served with them as they sought
to establish a Covenant church in
their communities.
One additional Covenant
fellowship group and their pastor
left the ECC to pursue affiliation
with another denomination: St.
Johns Covenant, Portland, Ore.,
served by Andy Goebel.
“10 By the grace God has given
me, I laid a foundation as a wise
builder, and someone else is
building on it. But each one should
build with care. 11 For no one can
lay any foundation other than the
one already laid, which is Jesus
Christ.” – I Corinthians 3:10-11
2016 promises to be a fruitful
year for church planting in the
Pacific Northwest Conference as
several of our current fellowship
groups move toward becoming
member congregations. Plans
are underway for the starting of
at least two churches with an
openness to move ahead with
others as God both leads and
provides. Be in prayer for the
Pacific Northwest Conference
leaders as they
plan for new
leadership for
the ministry of
starting new
churches.

2012

Faith Covenant, Sumner, Wash. (organized in 1877)
Lettered Streets Covenant, Bellingham, Wash.
(organized in 2008)

Alive Covenant, Poulsbo, Wash. (organized
membership as a church in 2005) Dundee
Covenant, Dundee, Ore. (organized in 2008)

2014

2015

Bridge Covenant, Salem, Ore.
(organized in 2011)

Emmanuel Covenant, Seattle, Wash. (organized in 1930); Hope Covenant, Lake Stevens, Wash.
(organized in 2011); Yakima Covenant, Yakima, Wash. (organized in 1957); City of Rain,
Auburn, Wash. (organized in 2012); Headwaters Covenant, Helena, Mont. (organized in 2010)

Juntos en unidad
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L O S M I N I S T E R I O S H I S PA N O S

La visión está creciendo

CONFERENCIA FAMILIAR: La Salud Familiar en un Mundo Enfermo, Pastor Esau DelArca, Iglesia Esperanza Viva, Kent, Wash.

Apoyar el desarrollo de líderes emergentes

By Keith Tungseth
PacNWC Coordinador
de Ministerios Hispanos
San Mateo 9:37, 38
“Dijo entonces a sus discípulos:—
Ciertamente la cosecha es mucha, pero
los trabajadores son pocos. Por eso,
pidan ustedes al Dueño de la cosecha que
mande trabajadores a recogerla.”
Nosotros somos parte de un mosaico
creciente de iglesias multiétnicas y nos
unimos nuestros esfuerzos con la esperanza de ver a más personas experimentando
una relación personal con Dios a través
de Jesucristo, en más poblaciones, en un
mundo más bondadoso y justo.
En varias de nuestras iglesias hay una
conciencia cada vez mayor de nuestros
vecinos inmigrantes. Rodeando muchas
de nuestras iglesias viven un número
significativo de gente de habla hispana.
Entre todos inmigrantes, son los hispanos
quienes tienen el crecimiento más rápido.
En los últimos años, algunas iglesias
locales y el liderazgo de nuestra conferencia han conocido a varios líderes hispanos
emergentes. Estamos dándonos cuenta
de que estos conocidos realmente son

PacNWC Hispanic churches
Nombre de la pastora/el pastor
Mariela Gonzalez / Dario Miqueo
Manuel Lozano
Esau DelArca
Rosy Segura

Nombre de iglesia / ministerio
Iglesia Nueva Vision
Iglesia Cristiana Pacto de Gracia
Iglesia Esperanza Viva
Iglesia Latinoamericana

nuestros hermanos. Nuestras relaciones
con estos hermanos hispanos están dándonos la respuesta a las oraciones - ‘que el
Dueño de la cosecha mande trabajadores
a recogerla.’ Ahora, hay un aumento del
número de líderes hispanos interesados
en unirse oficialmente con la Iglesia del
Pacto Evangélico. Este movimiento es
consistente con la visión de la conferencia - la de ser un mosaico de iglesias que
trabajan juntos y interdependientes para
transformar vidas y comunidades.
En noviembre de 2015 me fui invitado
a trabajar a tiempo parcial con la conferencia. Mi tarea es ayudar a los pastores
hispanos a participar plenamente en la
vida y ministerio de la Pacific Northwest Conference (PNWC). Entonces el
primer proyecto específico ha sido ayudar
a los pastores a llegar a ser ministros

A donde se reúnen
Kaleo Covenant, Beaverton, Ore.
Grace Comm. Covenant, Olympia, Wash.
Kent Covenant, Kent, Wash.
Highland Covenant, Bellevue, Wash.

con credenciales en la Iglesia del Pacto
Evangélico.
Estoy haciendo conexiones entre
los pastores hispanos no solamente de
nuestra conferencia sino también entre
ellos y los pastores hispanos de toda la
denominación. Además estoy siempre
buscando como yo puedo conectar estos
hermanos hispanos con los vecinos de
ellos quienes también son de la Iglesia del
Pacto Evangélico.
Soy promovedor para la asistencia a
los eventos y entrenamientos de la Iglesia
del Pacto Evangélico (ECC) y PNWC.
Estos eventos ofrecen a estos líderes
hispanos la oportunidad de ser invitado a
amistades y asociaciones que nos traerá
juntos en unidad.
En los últimos meses he estado

Continúa en la siguiente página

Juntos en unidad

L O S M I N I S T E R I O S H I S PA N O S
REPORTE DEL
SUPERINTENDENTE
viene de la página 3

entendimiento y alegría por
formar parte de mover crezca.
Desde el comienzo de nuestra
denominación el impulso ha sido
dirigido a crear acercamientos
en nuestras relaciones para así
poder llevar la misión juntos.
Sabemos que lo que podemos
hacer juntos es mucho más
de lo que haríamos de forma
individual. Somos uno en la
misión.
Comenzando nuevas
iglesias. Usted va a leer sobre
las cuatro iglesias que fueron
oficialmente firmadas este
año, tres de las cuales son de
habla hispana. La comunidad
hispana es la minoría más
grande en nuestra región. Una
vez me dijeron: “cuando vea
el espíritu moviéndose, vaya
allá”. Este año hemos visto
al Espíritu Santo moviéndose
a través de citas divinas con
nuestros pastores hispanos y
el crecimiento de discípulos
comprometidos. Por una parte
mi tiempo en California me ha
sensibilizado hacia la comunidad
hispana y me ha dado
experiencias más profundas
para conectarme pero lo que
hemos visto es mucho más
que eso. Yo creo que Dios ha
contestado nuestras oraciones y
nos ha otorgado nuestro anhelo
de alcanzar a las comunidades.
Mientras celebramos el trabajo
completo de la cruz trayendo
unidad – Ya no hay judío ni
griego; no hay esclavo ni libre;
no hay varón ni mujer, sino que
todos ustedes son uno en Cristo
Jesús. (Gálatas 3:28) - Vemos a
Dios dirigiéndonos a romper los
muros de género, clases sociales
y razas. Juntos en unidad.
También estamos muy
contentos por las nuevas
oportunidades en Oregon y
Eastern Washington de plantar
iglesias así como también
posibles coberturas. Estamos
ansiosos por compartirles más
buenas noticias de nacimientos
de iglesias y alianzas para este
año que viene. Pueda Dios
continuar tocando nuestros
corazones para avanzar en esta
misión que es una de nuestras
prioridades. Anímense y

CONFERENCIA FAMILIAR: Taller para Jovenes Adultos,
Descubrtir su don espiritual.
Viene de la página anterior

trabajando para inscribir a seis de nuestros colegas pastores,
mujeres y hombres, en el programa de Orientación al Pacto
Evangélico (Covenant Orientation). Estamos diseñando este
programa para ser ofrecido aquí en nuestra propia conferencia.
También estoy trabajando con los programas del Centro
Hispano de Estudios Teológicos (CHET) una filial de North
Park University y el Seminario Teológico. En cada uno de
nuestros ministerios hispanos hay grupos participando en un
programa pre-ministerial de dos años que ofrece CHET.
En el futuro habrán oportunidades
creativas para el aprendizaje intercultural a
través de retiros y cohortes. Estoy orando
que todos del Pacto Evangélico, los miembros de congregaciones establecidas junto
con los recién llegados, asumieran el reto
de crecer juntos en unidad.
alégrense más mientras lean y
se enteren de lo que estamos
haciendo juntos en pos de
sembrar nuevas iglesias.
Fortaleciendo nuestras
iglesias. También van a enterarse
de los importantes pasos que
las iglesias están tomando en
conversaciones estratégicas
para subir su nivel de madurez
y efectividad en su misión.
Después de viajar por varios
días a veces vuelvo a casa y
veo que algunos esfuerzos no
están dando frutos inmediatos
quizás por negligencia y falta de
atención. Felicito a los líderes
e iglesias que valientemente
han decidido comenzar
conversaciones vitales, haciendo
preguntas críticas y tomando
decisiones sobre cosas que
deben que cambiar. Las diez
marcas/guías de una iglesia
saludable para la misión son un
importante medio por el cual
pueden comprobar si su iglesia

tiene las condiciones para crecer
y experimentar abundancia de
frutos. Me entristece ver ramas
sin frutos pero cuando el árbol
es fértil y fructífero se completa
el potencial que tenemos. Nos
fuimos criados para dar el fruto
bueno.
Usted también va a leer
como nosotros continuamos
afirmando nuestro compromiso
con toda la misión de la iglesia.
Este es nuestro trabajo juntos
hacia el desarrollo personal Y
de comunidades transformadas.
Nosotros seguimos los dos
llamados centrales de Cristo. La
Gran Comisión nos envía a todo
el mundo a hacer discípulos.
El Gran Mandamiento nos
llama a amar al Señor nuestro
Dios y a nuestros prójimos
como a nosotros mismos.
Como parte del esfuerzo de
fortalecer iglesias nosotros no
solamente proveemos muchos
recursos para vitalizar las

11
congregaciones (Congregational
Vitality) y crecimiento de líderes
(Leadership Matrix) sino que
también nos hemos propuesto
crecer en asuntos de trata
intercultural (Cross-cultural
competencies). Debemos
ser aprendices activos ya
que nuestras comunidades
y mundo están cambiando
constantemente. Como parte de
esto, oro para que el reporte de
nuestro octavo año de Aventura
con Mosaico (Journey to
Mosaic - J2M)pueda intrigarlos
e inspirarlos. Oro para que
puedan darle prioridad a esto
y se nos unan este año. Este
último J2M ha probado ser
una experiencia de tiempo en
medio de un año lleno de tensión
racial y una politización que
nos demanda un entendimiento
más profundo así como también
entendernos más entre nosotros.
Nos comprometemos a vivir la
misión de la iglesia en todo su
sentido.
Apoyando a nuestros
pastores. Sigo admirando a
nuestros 270 pastores activos por
su fidelidad y pasión mientras
trabajan en diferentes escenarios.
La resolución de la conferencia a
apoyar pastores continua siendo
guiada por el principio que
iglesias sanas son dirigidas por
pastores sanos. Continuamos
aconsejando a nuestros pastores
a interconectarse, practicar un
cuidado personal, priorizar a
la familia y estar en constante
aprendizaje. Queremos proveer
oportunidades que incluyen
dirección espiritual, eventos de
entrenamiento, ayuda en crisis
y mentorado. También hemos
dado credenciales a 10 nuevos
ministros y hemos celebrado 9
ordenamientos en Kansas City.
De parte de todo nuestro
equipo, gracias por su
generosidad y participación.
No solamente nos reflejamos
y celebramos todo lo que Dios
ha hecho durante este año sino
que buscamos entrar a todo
lo que Dios nos quiere dar a
través de oración, valentía y
pasión por lo que hacemos.
En Cristo -también vosotros
sois juntamente edificados para
morada de Dios en el Espiritu.
Pueda Dios guiarnos en unidad.
Together in unity.

Together in unity
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YO U T H M I N I S T RY

CHIC, Thunder, MUD retreats draw record numbers
By Rev. Erik Cave
PacNWC Coordinator of Communication
and Family Ministries
Youth ministry in the Pacific Northwest Conference
is stronger than ever. Our Youth Commission and Youth
Ministry Network leaders have worked throughout
2015 to help our youth workers and youth ministries be
known, connected and resourced.
We have accomplished these goals through local
cluster meetings, working with Cascades Camp on
retreats, providing scholarships, and caring for youth
workers.
CHIC 2015 took place in July at the University
of Tennessee. It was the largest Covenant student
gathering ever, with more than 6,000 participants. We
were blessed by top-notch speakers like Louie Giglio,
Continued on next page

MINISTERIUM
Continued from page 7

at Cascade Camp included
210 pastors and their families
for three days of learning,
connection and fun. Our theme
was “Marriage and Singleness
in Ministry,” guided by our
speakers, Neil and Sharol
Josephson, and Karen Hallberg
Ingebretson and her husband
Ben. Pastors were equipped
with tools for their own roles in
marriage or singleness, and for
congregational ministry in these
areas. Additional opportunities
for equipping and refreshment
included spiritual direction,
worship, massages, horseback
riding, zip-line and other
activities.
Continuing education
seminars in the past two years
have addressed the important
topic of human sexuality,
equipping clergy for pastoral and
theological growth to serve well.
In March, Dr. Stephen Chester
from North Park Theological
Seminary presented to about 100
clergy on “Theological Tools for
Addressing Human Sexuality.”
These forums and discussions
have provided space for clergy
to wrestle with the implications
of living the gospel in often
unchartered waters.
Support: The 13 spiritual
directors in the conference
provide valuable support for
clergy and lay people alike.
These specially trained leaders
meet confidentially with pastors

More than 400 students from the PacNW Conference went to CHIC 2015 in Tennessee.

one-on-one to listen and guide
them to pay attention to God’s
movement in their lives. Our
spiritual directors offer 10
sessions of gratis direction to
clergy and their families. This
valuable resource supports
spiritual and emotional health of
our pastors.
A portion of the dues our MA
collects from pastors is used to
support pastors in need. Both
the minister’s crisis fund and the
pastoral care fund are utilized to
come alongside clergy and their
families in seasons of difficulty.
The MA team works with
conference staff to assess and
respond to these needs.
Pastors need the support and
accountability of their colleagues
to remain fit for Christ’s work.
Our conference is divided into 10
districts, where area pastors meet
regularly for connection and care.
As you consider how your
church can enhance your pastor’s
ministry, a key commitment is
to keep current on professional
dues paid by your church. These
annual dues keep your pastor(s)
in “good standing” and support
the ongoing ministry of retreats,
continuing education, spiritual
direction and licensing work.
As an MA team, we are grateful
for the opportunity to celebrate,
equip and
support the
clergy that
God has
entrusted
to this
conference.

New staff in PacNWC churches

Name
Position
Ryan Eikenbary-Barber Lead pastor
Mariela Gonzalez
Church planter
Dario Miqueo
Church planter
Tim Anderson
Youth pastor
Hanna Cranny
Director of Children
& Family Ministries
Janet Russell
Director of Christian
Form. & Comm. Life
Steven Shetterly
Director of Local &
Global Outreach
Jen Milsten
Children’s Director
Christy Wilson
Children’s cohort director
Kristi Smith
Director of Youth
& Family Ministries
Scott Burnett
Worship & Connections
Jonathan Ruiz
Youth director
Steve Pace
Church planter
Michele Dutton
Kid’s director
Jared Gibbs
Sunday director
Ellie Vergowe
Ministry resident for
Community Outreach
Steve Elde
Pastor of Adult Ministries
Mary Gandee
Family Ministries director
Scott Dicken
Worship director
Name
Pete Anderson
Britta Burger

Bellingham (Bellingham, Wash.)
Bellingham (Bellingham, Wash.)
Bellingham (Bellingham, Wash.)
Lettered Streets (Bellingham, Wash.)
Lettered Streets (Bellingham, Wash.)
Milwaukie (Milwaukie, Ore.)
Newport (Bellevue, Wash.)
Tacoma Trinity (Tacoma, Wash.)
The Rock (Olympia, Wash.)
Evergreen (Mercer Island, Wash.)
Evergreen (Mercer Island, Wash.)
Seattle First (Seattle, Wash.)
Seattle First (Seattle, Wash.)
Columbia Grove (Wenatchee, Wash.)
Trinity (Salem, Ore.)

Pastors to be ordained in 2016

Carla Dyment
Matt Dyment
Dan MeyerPeter
David Sim
Mark Stuckey
Bill Walles

Position
Youth Pastor
Associate Pastor of
Student Ministries
Associate Pastor of
Worship & Administration
Co-pastor/Student Ministries
Co-pastor/Student Ministries
Youth & Families pastor
Lead pastor
Worship & Arts pastor
Lead pastor

Name
Travis Randolph
Ryan Thompson
Brooke Anderson

Position
Pastoral intern
Pastoral intern
Pastoral intern

Paul Burger

Covenant church (city)
Bethany (Mount Vernon, Wash.)
Iglesia Nueva Vision (Beaverton, Ore.)
Iglesia Nueva Vision (Beaverton, Ore.)
Cascade (North Bend, Wash.)

Covenant church (City)
Crossroads (Yelm, Wash.)
Bethany (Mount Vernon, Wash.)
Bethany (Mount Vernon, Wash.)
Countryside (Sherwood, Ore.)
Countryside (Sherwood, Ore.)
River Ridge (Olympia, Wash.)
Renew (Seattle, Wash.)
Countryside (Sherwood, Ore.)
Hope (Lake Stevens, Wash.)

Pastoral interns

Covenant church (city)
Wiley Heights (Yakima, Wash.)
Selah (Selah, Wash.)
Trinity (Salem, Ore.)

Together in unity
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CAMPING MINISTRY

Middle-school campers will enjoy Camp Timber Rock’s “Once upon a time” theme this summer.

Young lives transformed
110 campers at Cascades make first-time commitments

By Claudia Fisher
Cascades Program Director
The summer of 2015 was
another remarkable testament to
God’s faithfulness.
Looking at Cascades’
overnight and day-camp
programs, 186 campers renewed
their commitment to following
God, 179 campers felt called
to work in ministry, and 110
campers made a first-time
commitment to Christ! And we
have no way of accounting for
the lives that were impacted
for the Kingdom during family
camps or guest group retreats.
We are continually astounded
by the Spirit’s presence at

Four Cascades family camps
Family camp
Dates
Memorial Day Campout May 27-30
Independence Day
June 30-July 4
		
Double Fun
Aug. 4-7
Labor Day
Sept. 2-5

Cascades and the way people are
moved by this place!
As we look forward to the
rest of 2016, the best keeps
getting better! This spring will
see the installation of our new,
100-kid playground, updates
to our high-adrenaline zip lines
and climbing tower, and even
a newly remodeled Rubicon
course! Also, we have seen a
rejuvenation in vision for the

Continued from previous page

Judy Peterson and Eugene Cho. Artists
performed as well, including Lecrae, For King
and Country and Rend Collective. It was an
amazing week that changed many lives
CHIC was a significant event for the
Pacific Northwest Conference. We doubled
our numbers from last CHIC, bringing more
than 400 people. We were well represented
on the main stage through speaking by Cho,
from Quest Church, a dance performance
by Louie Praseuth from Emerald City
Bible Church and two students from First
Covenant Portland who were representing

Speaker/Covenant church
Rev. Art Matheny, Dundee, Ore.
Vance family, Shoreline, Wash. (a.m.)
Rev. Stephanie Mathis, West Hills, Ore. (p.m.)
TBA
Rev. Jason Mohn, Sanctuary, Everett, Wash.

rapidly growing Rainier Kids
Day Camp – our best outreach
into the community directly
surrounding Cascades – that is
sure to have significant impact
on this important area of
ministry.
Summer 2016 is shaping up
to be one for the record books!
• The “new-each-week”
themes at Rainier Kids Day
Camp continue to provide

Project Blue. Thanks to Ruby Varghese, our
PacNWC CHIC liaison, for helping churches
and students get to CHIC that otherwise
wouldn’t have.
Both Thunder and MUD set new
attendance records this year.
Thunder, our middle school retreat in
October, had 409 participants. Our speaker
was Kara Stromberg, who spoke on our theme
“All You Need is Love.” Bob Nass was the
coordinator and Rebekah Strobel and Nick
Pringle led worship. MUD, our high-school
retreat in January, had 375 participants. The
theme was “Into the Deep.” Tim Ciccone,
our national youth ministry leader was the

unique and exciting experiences
for campers grades 1-6, who
return week after week.
• It’s an under-the-sea
adventure at Brightwood Station
with treasure hunts, shipwrecks,
and more for our upperelementary overnight campers
• Camp Timber Rock’s “once
upon a time” theme will not be
lacking in whimsy, beanstalks,
castles, and all things fairytaleesque for our middle-school
campers.
• Sunrise Ranch horse camps
will see some new horsey-faces
• And we even have some
fun idea for continuing to make
the SALT program a special
experience for our high school
campers!
There is much to anticipate
and much to pray for moving
further into 2016.
At Cascades we never
turn children away from an
experience at camp due to
financial constraints. As our
numbers continue to grow,
so do the requests for camper
sponsorships.
If you feel compelled to give
to our endowment fund, please
contact the camp office (360894-3838) and we will provide
you with information about
donating. Or, if your camper is
in need of monetary assistance,
let us know.
Once again, dear friends
and partners in ministry, we
covet your prayers and cannot
express the
depth of our
gratitude for
your constant
support of
Cascades!

speaker, and Joe Poppino led worship and
Strobel was coordinator. We also had a great
youth worker retreat in August and saw many
youth workers at Youth Worker Connection at
Midwinter in January.
We are looking ahead to new
initiatives. We hope to help under resourced
churches connect with our events and
programs. We are
discerning how to
prioritize compassion
and justice. Finally, we
are looking to grow our
youth ministry network
leadership.

Together in unity
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WOMEN’S MINISTRIES

COVENANT MEN

Big crowd experiences God’s
‘Audacious Grace’ at retreat

Sacramento pastor to speak at
annual meeting breakfast

For the second straight year,
the Fall Women Ministries
Retreat at Cascades Conference
Center was a sellout. The theme
for the Sept. 26-28 retreat was
“Audacious Grace – My Grace
is sufficient for you,” and the
speaker was Marilyn Williams
of San Diego. Due to unforeseen
circumstances, Marilyn was a lastminute speaker replacement. She
blessed our socks off! A capacity
group of 425 women experienced
God’s audacious grace.
The missionary was Kristi
Byford from Bethany Covenant
of Mount Vernon, Wash. Worship
was led by the team from Praise
Covenant of Tacoma, Wash.
The AVA Ministries team
continues to expand their
ministry with five training
sessions in 2015, including a prebreakout at the fall retreat.
On March 14, about 91
women gathered for the annual
“Spring Celebration” at River
Ridge Covenant in Lacey, Wash.
“Joy Unspeakable” was the theme.
Women Ministries continue
to offer grants to PacNWC
women for ministry start-up.
The most recent grant was
presented to Lakebay (Wash.)
Covenant Church to support
their MOPs ministry. They
have provided scholarships
for 17 women, plus purchase
supplies for a very popular craft
program. Lakebay’s coordinator,
Sarah Jones, reports, “We are
serving a group of women that
is very split as far as Christian
vs non-Christian. I’ve heard
some of those non-believers
tell other people on Facebook
how inclusive we are and that
all are welcome. We are doing
something right here.”
Since 2005, 16 grants have
been distributed.
PacNW Women’s Ministries
officers are Jo Wolfe, president,
Sancutary Covenant/Everett;
Louise Kelly,
vice president,
Grace
Covenant/
Bremerton;
Janet Russell,

Secretary, Bellingham Covenant;
Phyllis Rogers, Financial
Secretary, Kent Covenant; Joan
Moline, Treasurer, Bellingham
Covenant; Luanne Clark,
Communications, Creekside
Covenant; Bobette Scheid, AVA
Ministries, Evergreen Covenant;
Marisa Nulton – Team Member,
Cedarcreek Covenant; Erikka
Hedberg – Website Coordinator,
Emmanuel Covenant/Surrey, B.C.

The 2015 Covenant Men’s
breakfast and annual meeting
was held in conjunction with the
PNWC Annual Meeting at Kent
Covenant. Our featured guest
speaker was retired Pastor Dwight
Nelson of Bethany Covenant
in Mount Vernon, Wash. He
previewed the theme for the fall
retreat. This year’s breakfast
at the annual meeting is April
30 at McMinnville Covenant.

Pastor Chuck Wysong of Life
Community Church, Sacramento
Calif., will be our speaker and
preview the fall-retreat theme
“Jump out of the Stands and onto
the Playing Field.”
At the annual July 4 Family
Camp at Cascades Camp, CM
held its customary salmon BBQ.
We barbecued about 80 salmon
fillets for the Sunday dinner at
the close of camp. Bring your
family this year for a fun-filled
and inspirational week and enjoy
another delicious salmon dinner.
PacNWC boards and commissions
The 2015 fall retreat featured
Pastor Tim Morey of Torrance
Executive Board
Calif., who spoke on themes
Member
Covenant church
City and state
from his book, “Embodying
Brooke Anderson
Trinity
Salem, Ore.
Our Faith: Becoming a Living,
Tricia Cisneros
Bethany
Mt. Vernon, Wash.
Sharing, Practicing Church.”
Rev. Timonty Jung
Tacoma Trinity
Tacoma, Wash.
CM’s mission focus featured
Doug Kretz
Cascade View
Vancouver, Wash.
Keith Hamilton, president of
Rev. Stephanie Ahn Mathis West Hills
Portland, Ore.
Alaska Christian College in
Phil Manzano
Emerald City Bible Fellowship Seattle, Wash.
Soldotna Alaska. The breakfast
Connie McKelvey
Tigard
Tigard, Ore.
and retreat offering of more
Gail Ohta
Trinity
Salem, Ore.
than $2,000 was given to ACC
Rev. Kent Place
Portland First
Portland, Ore.
for future ministry. Saturday
Thomas Robinson
Emerald City Bible Fellowship Seattle, Wash.
morning, six workshops were
Cecilia Salazar
Iglesia Latinoamericana
Bellevue, Wash.
held, including speaker feedback.
Rev. Mark Swanson
Wiley Heights
Yakima, Wash.
The afternoon fly fishing clinic
Lenore Three Stars
Wiley Heights
Yakima, Wash.
and evening “Highland Games”
Brian Whitaker
Seattle First
Seattle, Wash.
were well received!
Rev. Michael White
Harbor
Gig Harbor, Wash.
The 2016 CM’s Fall Retreat
Greg J. Yee, Ex officio, PacNWC Staff; Donald T. Robinson, Advisor, PacNWC Staff;
Cris Back, Advisor, PacNWC Staff
is Oct. 7-9, 2016, and once again
the speaker will be Wysong. In
Nominating Commission		
keeping with the “sports theme”,
Member
Covenant church
City and state
bring and wear your favorite
David Anderson
Pine Lake
Sammamish, Wash.
sports jersey and be prepared
Barbara Boyd
Creekside
Redmond, Wash.
for more competition. See the
Rev. David Greenidge
Tigard
Tigard, Ore.
Covenant Men website for retreat
Rev. Mark Hjelmervik
Trinity
Salem, Ore.
registration information: http://
Rev. Eric Palmquist
Highland
Bellevue, Wash.
www.covenantmen.org/
Bobette Scheid
Evergreen
Mercer Island, Wash.
We encourage men’s groups at
Glenna Sequeira
Cascade View
Vancouver, Wash.
each church, encourage regional
Janet Batiste, Ex officio, ECC Nomination Board; Greg J. Yee, PacNWC Staff;
activities such as the retreat at
Donald T. Robinson, PacNWC Staff; Cris Back, PacNWC Staff
Cascades Camp, and encourage
Youth Commission
men’s support for local, regional
Member
Covenant church
City and state
and world mission’s involvement
Rev. G. Coby Cagle
Quest
Seattle, Wash.
including the traditional Alaska
Claudia Fisher
Crossroads Community
Yelm, Wash.
missions’ projects. CM has been
Rev. Noah Hormann
Creekside
Redmond, Wash.
represented at Alaska Christian
Rev. Matthew Humphreys Trinity
Salem, Ore.
College on recent building
Diane Levitt
Pine Lake
Sammamish, Wash.
projects. If you are interested,
Rev. Dan Meyerpeter
River Ridge
Olympia, Wash.
contact Jim
Rev. Bob Nass
Yakima
Yakima, Wash.
Milton. See
Rev. Nick Pringle
Pine Lake
Sammamish, Wash.
our website
Louie Praseuth
Emerald City Bible Fellowship Seattle, Wash.
and our
Rev. Rebecca Strobel
Selah
Selah, Wash.
Facebook
Erik Cave, Conference Coach, ECC; Greg J. Yee, PacNWC Staff
page.
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FINANCES

PacNWC’s top
“Thank you for all your faithful partnership
percentage givers*
and for those of you who answered the call
to increase giving by 1/2 percent. If you were 6%
Church
City
not able to last year, please consider
Renew
Seattle, Wash.
5%
this going forward.”
– Rev. Greg Yee, PacNWC superintendent

Disciple Comm. Bellevue, Wash
Lettered Streets Bellingham, Wash.

4%

Giving vs. Attendance
A comparison of church average attendance* and church giving of the
top 15 giving churches in the Pacific Northwest Conference:
Church
Countryside
Pine Lake
Harbor
Highland
Crossroads
Cascade
Eastridge
Quest
Bethany
Evergreen
Trinity
Grace
Newport
Faith
Emerald City

City
Sherwood, Ore.
Sammamish, Wash.
Gig Harbor, Wash.
Bellevue, Wash.
Yelm, Wash.
North Bend, Wash.
Clackamas, Ore.
Seattle, Wash.
Mount Vernon, Wash.
Mercer Island, Wash.
Salem, Ore.
Olympia, Wash.
Bellevue, Wash.
Sumner, Wash.
Seattle, Wash.

Giving (Rank) Attend. (Rank)
51,984
1
789
2
43,814
2
290
14
30,000
3
438
7
29,892
4
121
32		
28,668
5
666
4
28,602
6
407
10
27,830
7
625
6
23,782
8
938
1
22,500
9
632
5
21,700
10
292
14
21,371
11
177
23
20,333
12
407
11
19,500
13
229
20
17,716
14
413
9
17,401
15
127
30

*Average attendance for November 2015

West Hills
Countryside
Tigard
Highland
Midway
Hope
Cascade
Pine Lake
Methow Valley
Crossroads

Portland, Ore.
Sherwood, Ore.
Tigard, Ore.
Bellevue, Wash.
Des Moines, Wash.
Lake Stevens, Wash.
North Bend, Wash.
Sammamish, Wash.
Twisp, Wash.
Yelm, Wash.

3%
Headwaters
Eastridge
Milwaukie
Trinity
Creekside
Emerald City

Helena, Mont.
Clackamas, Ore.
Milwaukie, Ore.
Salem, Ore.
Redmond, Wash.
Seattle, Wash.

*Based on 2014 income reported to ECC
with understanding reports are
incomplete.		

Our three mission priorities
2016 PacNW
budget expenses

$925,359
In 2016, 47 percent will be
given to starting new churches,
30 percent for strengthening
churches and 23 percent to
supporting pastors, our three
mission priorities

2016 PacNW
budget income

$926,000
The majority of income that
the PacNW receives as mission
and ministry support comes
from our local churches.
Additional income is received
from our partnership with the
Evangelical Covenant Church

47%

30%

23%

Starting new
churches

Strengthening local
churches

Supporting
pastors

$431,197

$278,580

$215,582

Appropriations for church
planting from Covenant

13%

76%
8%
3%
General giving
from churches

$700,000

$117,000
PacNW Conference
property reserves

$78,000
Other general and
Hispanic ministries
income

$31,000

Tim Hedberg
takes over CTC
for Bill Hickman
As a faith-based financial
services company, Covenant
Trust Company has been
serving clients for more than
25 years, and is uniquely
suited to understand your
goals. Our mission is to
provide outstanding money
management and trustee
services to individuals and
organizations.
We understand the
responsibility of being a wise
steward, for yourself, your
family
and your
community.
As your
investment
manager, we
would strive
to be the
best steward
possible of
the resources Tim Hedberg
entrusted
to us so that your mission,
however you define it, can
be accomplished. Through
disciplined, prudent, honest
money management, we
empower you to be as generous
as you would want to be.
In the PacNWC, Bill
Hickman has been privileged to
represent CTC and serve many
in this conference. He is grateful
for the opportunity to get to
know you as pastors, church
leaders and congregations over
the last several years.
As Bill phases out his
service here, Tim Hedberg,
after 16 years as pastor at
Community Covenant Church
in Clear Lake, Wash., has begun
his new role as CTC’s financial
services representative.
Tim has accepted the
position out of a desire to come
alongside congregations and
individuals as they consider
the lasting impact that financial
assets can have in families,
churches and communities. He
looks forward to serving you.
Tim can be reached at 425394-5090, or at tdhedberg@
covenanttrust.com
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WASHINGTON
Aberdeen
Grace Harbor Covenant
Rev. David Arnott
www.graceharborcovenant.com
Arlington
Arlington United Church
Rev. Deena Jones
www.auc1.org
Bellevue
Disciple Community
Rev. Derek Hwang
www.disciple-cc.org
Highland Covenant
Rev. James Amadon
www.highlandcovenant.com
Iglesia Latinoamericana
Rev. Rosamaria Segura
www.iglesialatinoamericana.org
Newport Covenant
Rev. Adam Anderson
www.newportcov.org
Bellingham
Bellingham Covenant
Rev. Paul Petersen
www.bellinghamcov.org
Lettered Streets Covenant
Rev. Chris Eltrich
www.letteredstreetscc.com
Bremerton
Grace Covenant
Rev. Grant Christensen
www.grace-cov.com
Burlington
Crossroads Covenant
Rev. Bruce Shellhamer
www.crosscov.net		
Clear Lake
Community Covenant
Rev. Bill Goodwin, interim
www.clearlakecov.org
Des Moines
Midway Comm. Covenant
Rev. David A. Johnson
www.midcov.org
Everett
Sanctuary Covenant
Rev. Jason Mohn
www.sanctuarycc.org
Federal Way
Calvary Covenant
Rev. Yong Mun (Peter) Kim
Tri-Worship Covenant
Rev. David Aaron Johnson
www.triworship.com
Gig Harbor
Harbor Covenant
Rev. Michael White
www.harborcovenant.org

CHURCH DIREC TORY

Graham
Graham
Evangelical Covenant
Rev. Rich Arnold
www.grahamcovenant.org
Kent
City of Rain Covenant
Rev. Andrey Khilchenko
www.cityofrain.org
Evangelical Covenant
Rev. Keith Carpenter
www.kentcov.org
Iglesia Esperanza Viva
Rev. Esau Del Arca
https://www.facebook.com/
EsperanzaVivaWA
Kirkland
Korean Kirkland Covenant
Rev. Jong Cheon Park
Lakebay
Lakebay Community
Rev. Dan Whitmarsh
www.lakebaycovenant.net
Lake Stevens
Hope Covenant
Rev. Bill Walles
www.hopelakestevens.org
Lynnwood
Martha Lake Covenant
Bill Mueller
www.marthalakecov.org
Maple Valley
Cedarcreek Covenant
Rev. Kenton Johnson
www.cedarcreekcovenant.com
Mercer Island
Evergreen Covenant
Rev. Peter Sung
www.evergreenchurch.cc
Monroe
Monroe Covenant
Rev. Mac Taylor
www.monroecov.org
Mount Vernon
Bethany Covenant
Rev. Ryan Eikenbary-Barber
www.bccmv.org
North Bend
Cascade Covenant
Rev. Dan Boehlje
www.cascadecov.com
Olympia
Grace Community Covenant
Rev. Jon Peterson, interim
www.accessgrace.org
Iglesia Cristiana
Pacto de Gracia
Rev. Manuel Lozano
River Ridge Covenant
Rev. Brian Wiele
www.rrcov.org
The Rock Covenant
Rev. Steve Pace
www.meetusattherock.org
Pasco
Desert Springs Covenant
Rev. Leo Anderson (June 2016)
www.dscchome.com

Poulsbo
Alive Covenant
Rev. Daron Jagodzinske
www.kitsapalive.com
Redmond
Creekside Covenant
Rev. Vic Varkonyi, interim
www.ecreekside.com
Renton
Radiant Covenant
Rev. Michael Thomas
www.radiantseattle.org
Sammamish
Pine Lake Covenant
Rev. Mark Meredith
www.plcc.org
Seattle
Emerald City Bible
Fellowship
Rev. Harvey Drake
www.emeraldcitybible.org
Emmanuel Bible Church
Rev. Bob Zurinsky
www.ebcseattle.org
First Covenant
Rev. Paul Corner
www.firstcovenantseattle.org
Quest Church
Rev. Eugene Cho
www.seattlequest.org
Renew Covenant
Rev. David Sim
www.renewchurchseattle.org
Selah
Selah Covenant
Rev. Brad Hill
www.selahcov.com
Shoreline
Shoreline Covenant
Rev. Mike Guerrero
www.shorelinecovenant.org
Spokane
The Gathering House
Rev. Robert Bryceson
www.gatheringhouse.org
Sumner
Faith Covenant
Rev. Kurt Notehelfer
www.faithcovsumner.com
Tacoma
Hope Covenant
Rev. Doug Olson
Praise Covenant
Rev. Greg Chantler
www.praisecovenant.net
Tacoma Trinity Covenant
Rev. Sang Kil Kwon
www.tacomasamil.org
Twisp
Community Covenant
Church of the Methow Valley
Rev. Jeff Palmberg
www.mvcommunitycovenant.com
Vancouver
Cascade View Covenant
Rev. Jim Sequeira
www.cascadeview.org

Wenatchee
Columbia Grove Covenant
Rev. Andrew Thompson
www.columbiagrove.org
Yakima
Wiley Heights Covenant
Rev. Mark Swanson
www.wileyheightscovenant.org
Yakima Covenant
Rev. Dave Wells, interim
www.yakimacovenant.org
Yelm
Crossroads Comm. Covenant
Rev. Russ Blake
www.crossroadscov.com

OREGON
Beaverton
Iglesia Nueva Vision
Rev. Mariela Gonzalez and
Rev. Dario Miqueo
Kaleo Covenant
Rev. Troy Hoppenrath
www.kaleocov.org
Cannon Beach
Cannon Beach Community
Rev. David Robinson
www.beachcommunity.org
Clackamas
Eastridge Covenant
Rev. Dwain Tissell
www.eastridgechurch.org
Corvallis
The Well Covenant
Rev. Matt Mills
www.thewellcovchurch.com

Milwaukie
Evangelical Covenant
Rev. Bill Nylund
www.milwaukiecovenant.org
Portland
Access Covenant
Rev. Joel Sommer
www.accesscov.com
First Covenant
Rev. Kent Place
www.firstcov.com
Irvington Covenant
Rev. Phil Berlin, interim
www.irvingtoncov.org
Sunset Covenant
Rev. Mary Putera, interim
www.sunsetcov.org
West Hills Covenant
Rev. Mark Mathis and
Rev. Stephanie Ahn Mathis
www.westhillscovchurch.org
Salem
Bridge Covenant
Rev. Carmen Bensink-Lewis
and Rev. Scott Bensink-Lewis
www.bridgecovenant.org
St. Thomas Covenant
Rev. Mat Hollen
www.stthomascov.com
Trinity Covenant
Rev. Mark Hjelmervik
www.trinitycovenant.org
Sherwood
Countryside Covenant
Rev. Paul Duppenthaler
www.countrysidechurch.com
Springfield
Korean Central Covenant
Rev. Byung Du Jun
www.eugenechurch.com
Tigard
Tigard Covenant
Rev. David Greenidge
www.tigardcovenant.org

Damascus
Hillsview Covenant
Rev. Michael Conrad
www.hillsview
communitychurch.org
Dundee
Dundee Covenant
Rev. Art Matheny
www.dundeecovenantchurch.com
Eugene
Valley Covenant
Rev. Steve Bilynskyj
www.valleycovenant.org
Gresham
Powell Valley Covenant
www.powellvalley.org
McMinnville
McMinnville Covenant
Rev. Mark Carlson
and Rev. Ted Yuen
www.maccov.org

MONTANA
Helena
Headwaters Covenant
Rev. Seth Dombach
www.helenaheadwaters.org
Life Covenant
Rev. Keith Johnson
www.lifecchelena.org
Note: Only lead pastors are listed.

